“Association de L’Accueil à Taizé”
Directions & information for group leaders bringing 
young people under 18 years old to Taizé.
For your comfort and safety, and that of others, the Taizé Community asks you to observe certain guidelines:
· Group Leaders are responsible at all times for the safety and well-being of the young people they bring and for ensuring that they and the young people enter into the rhythm of the weekly programme offered by the Community.
· Fires are not permitted anywhere. There is no smoking in the dormitories, tents, meal areas and meeting places.
· Accommodation is separate for male and female participants.
· Alcohol is not permitted to be purchased or consumed in Taizé for those under 18 years. Any alcohol purchased elsewhere must be deposited at La Morada on arrival. It can be collected shortly before departure.
· Valuables (passports, money, cameras etc) can be given in at La Morada for safe-keeping and reclaimed at set times. All participants are responsible for keeping their reclaim ticket safe, and for the safety of any personal belongings left in tents, dormitories and other places.
· The community is regularly inspected by the local authority health and hygiene service, to ensure that all food storage and distribution is to the required standard. Separate bins are provided for items that can be recycled.
· The local authority fire and safety commission makes an annual inspection of the sites used by participants to check that everything conforms to the required standards.
· Medically certificated special diets can be catered for. Please tell us of this before coming to Taizé.
· There is a first-aid service at Taizé, open at set times and staffed by people with medical qualifications. For emergencies, a qualified nurse is available at any time of day or night.  A local GP can be contacted via the service if necessary. The nearest Accident and Emergency department is in Mâcon Hospital, approximately 30 minutes away by car. All participants living within the European Union should bring their European Health Insurance Card (EHIC). This is needed for the reimbursement of any medical costs. A night guard is available for advice should an emergency occur in the night.
· The main areas of the Taizé Community are accessible for disabled people although many pathways are unmade.
· A wood and lake is accessible for silent reflection late morning and afternoons. Group leaders need to ensure the appropriate level of supervision of young people who go there. Swimming & paddling are NOT permitted. The entrance gate is locked at other times.
· There are designated pedestrian areas to make it possible to walk safely out of the way of vehicles. Please use them.
· There are no hazardous activities which would require instructors with nationally recognised qualifications.
· As part of the extra security measures in France, places of public worship are protected by military patrols. Please do not leave luggage unattended near the church.
· All input for the meetings organised by the community takes into consideration the age and ability of the participants. Translations are available so that all may understand what is being said.
· All individual meetings with a brother of the Taizé Community or a sister of the order of St. Andrew are in public places.
· Brothers of the Community are available to discuss issues with group leaders on request.
· Useful web pages: 
http://www.taize.fr/en_article13884.html – Bringing a group of young people to Taizé
http://www.taize.fr/en_article13880.html – Questions of health and safeguarding
It is the responsibility of Group Leaders to ensure that those for whom they are responsible take part in the weekly programme and adhere to the directions. Every effort would be made to listen and help those who find this difficult. Group leaders, however, would need to be aware that any person may be asked to leave should they find this too difficult. It would be the responsibility of Group Leaders to ensure that this person gets home safely while maintaining safe standards of supervision for those who remain in Taizé.
Recent advice of the Local Fire Authority has been sought and recommendations adopted.
The Meetings at Taizé are covered by Public Liability Insurance.
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