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Proposals 2016

The Courage of Mercy
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Throughout the year 2015, at Taizé, we looked for ways to get
involved in new solidarities; these are so urgent today. Across the
earth, new forms of distress — migratory, ecological and social — are
a challenge for believers of different religions and for non-believers
alike.

Armed violence is wreaking havoc in the name of inhuman
ideologies. While remaining clear-headed, we shall continue our
“pilgrimage of trust” as a way of resisting the fear generated by
insecurity. It is even more urgent that those who are looking forward
to — or already living — a globalization of solidarity support one
another.

When the storm rages, a house built on rock remains stable (Matthew
7:24-25). We want to build our lives on the words of Christ, and so
our rock will consist of a few basic Gospel realities, accessible to all:
joy – simplicity – mercy. Brother Roger set these at the heart of the
life of our Taizé Community; they enabled him to keep going, even in
difficult times. He assimilated them in order to return to them day
after day.

These three words will guide us on our journey over the next three
years. In 2016, we shall begin with mercy, in the same spirit as the
Year ofMercy launched by Pope Francis.

The Gospel calls us to bear witness to God’s compassion. Here are
five proposals to awaken in us the courage ofmercy.
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First Proposal

Entrust ourselves to God who is mercy

According to the Bible God is mercy, in other words compassion and kindness.
By telling the parable of the father and his two sons (Luke  15), Jesus shows us
that God’s love does not depend on the good we can do; it is given
unconditionally. The father loves the son who remains faithful his whole life
long. And he already holds out his hands to the one who left him, while that
son is still far away.

God created humankind in his image. So “you come to be in the likeness of God
by acquiring goodness. Acquire a heart ofmercy and kindness in order to be
clothed with Christ” (Basil of Caesarea, fourth century).

God’s love is not just for a moment, but for all time. By our compassion, we
can be a reflection of this love. As Christians, we share with so many believers
of other religions the concern to place mercy and kindness at the centre of our
lives.
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Second Proposal

Forgive again and again

God’s forgiveness never fails. In the course of his entire life and even on the
cross, Christ forgave; he refused to condemn anyone.

To know that we have been forgiven and to forgive in our turn — this is one of
the most liberating joys. It is the source of the inner peace that Christ wants to
communicate to us.

The Church, the gathering of those who love Christ, is called to let herself be
transformed by mercy. “When the Church listens, heals and reconciles, it
becomes what it is at its most luminous — a communion of love, of compassion,
of comfort, a clear reflection of the Risen Christ. Never distant, never on the
defensive, freed from all harshness, it can cause the humble trusting of faith to
radiate right down into our human hearts.” (Brother  Roger)

God’s message of forgiveness cannot be used to justify evil or injustices. On
the contrary, it makes us freer to recognize our faults, as well as the faults and
injustices around us and in the world. It is up to us to put right whatever can
be made right.
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Third Proposal

Draw near to a situation of distress,
alone or with a few others

The icon ofmercy shows Christ looking at us with love and telling us the story
of the good Samaritan (Luke  10): a man is left half-dead on the roadside; a priest
and a Levite pass by and continue on their way; a foreigner, from the land of
Samaria, approaches the wounded man, takes care of him and brings him to an
inn.

Mercy opens our hearts to the hardship of others, to hidden forms of distress,
to material poverty as well as to all other kinds of suffering: a child going
through a hard time, a family in difficulty, a homeless person, a young adult
who sees no meaning in his or her life, an elderly woman or man who is alone,
an exile — as well as those who have no access to education, art or culture.

In the poor, it is Christ himself who hopes for our compassion and who says to
us, “I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat” (Matthew  25). “Out of
compassion, Christ takes upon himself the sufferings of every human being. In
his goodness he mysteriously shares the suffering which is in each person until
the end of the world” (Maximus the Confessor, seventh century).

When we have been wounded by trials, Christ takes care of us. His look of
affection can reveal itself through someone who comes near to us, sometimes
through a person who is looked down upon, like the stranger in the parable,
the Samaritan.
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(Luke  10:29-37)



8

Fourth Proposal

Extending mercy to its social dimensions

In the heart of God, all human beings make up a single family. So mercy extends
to ever vaster dimensions.

For a worldwide solidarity to become a reality, it is indispensable to strengthen
the international institutions that set rules democratically in order to ensure
greater justice and to keep the peace.

The debt of poor countries is often caused by more powerful nations and
corporations exploiting their resources. Even if it seems impossible for us to do
anything to change this, we can remember that forgiving this debt is a way of
restoring justice. In a context different from today’s, the Bible reminds us: “If
any of your kin become poor and are unable to support themselves, help them
as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to live among you”
(Leviticus  25:35).

Across the world, women, men and children are being forced to leave their
homelands. Their plight generates in them a motivation stronger than any
barriers. Rich countries must become aware that they bear a share of the
responsibility for the wounds of history that have led to massive migrations,
notably from Africa and the Middle East.
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Fifth Proposal

Mercy for the whole of creation

In the language of its time, the Bible calls us to extend our compassion to the
environment, to respect all living creatures, not to work the land without
discernment. A Christian ofMesopotamia wrote, “A compassionate heart cannot
stand to see the least evil or the least sadness in the midst of creation” (Isaac
the Syrian, seventh century).

The primary victims of ecological disasters are usually the very poor. The effects
of climate change are already forcing many people to leave the places where
they live.

The earth belongs to God; human beings receive it as a gift. We are entrusted
with an immense responsibility: to take care of the planet, not to waste its
resources. The earth is limited, and human beings too need to consent to their
limits.

The earth is our common home and today it is suffering. There is no room for
indifference in the face of environmental catastrophes, the disappearance of
entire species, the threats to biodiversity, or the massive deforestation in certain
parts of the globe.
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Each week, from one Sunday to the next, there are meetings of young people, to go to
the wellsprings of the faith, to deepen our understanding ofGod’s mercy and to look
for ways ofwitnessing to it by the lives we live.

A week meant for young adults between 18 and 35 years old, whether students, young
professionals, volunteers or those looking for work. Sharing a similar life-situation or
professional experience, they can meet and share about their future in the light of faith.

With some brothers and 150 young people from different countries, Brother Alois will
go to Bucarest from April 28 to May 1 to celebrate Easter with the Orthodox Christians
of Romania (in 2016 their Easter celebration is a month later than in the West).

This pilgrimage follows the visits to Istanbul (Epiphany 2013), Moscow (Easter 2011),
Moscow, Minsk, Kiev and Lviv (Easter 2015).

After Johannesburg (1995), Nairobi (2008) and Kigali (2012), the fourth young adult
international meeting in Africa will be held in Cotonou (Benin) from August 31 to
September 4.

This new stage of the “pilgrimage of trust on earth” will bring together thousands of
young people from West Africa. They will find an opportunity to support each other
in hope in the future ofAfrica.

This gathering will also welcome participants from other parts of Africa or other
countries of the world who will discover this part of the continent.

The Cotonou meeting wants to highlight the vitality, the potential of the younger
generation in Africa, the values that this very young continent can share with others.

The 39th European meeting will be held from 28 December 2016 to 1 January 2017 in
Riga, in Latvia.




